
In the last few months, a lot has changed in the world and at Esperanza. The
arrival of Covid-19 meant that, like many others, we too have had to quickly
pivot. Esperanza adapted to the landscape of the pandemic and continues to
serve our community by way of dedicated telephone lines, virtual
consultations, and other remote services.

The pandemic disproportionately affected many of our clients, and Esperanza
quickly mobilized an emergency fund to provide financial support in a way it
has not done in the past. Many of Esperanza’s strongest allies stepped in with
individual donations to supplement lost income for our clients. At times it
meant the difference for them between putting food on their table and not. I
want to thank everyone who contributed to the emergency fund.

Every summer Esperanza hosts a fundraiser where we come together and
celebrate the work that Esperanza does. Esperanza’s Summer Fundraiser is in
full swing and this year it is dedicated to helping us increase capacity for
Esperanza’s Community Education programs. Because of the pandemic, we
are taking the fundraiser online this year, and our team has planned a slate of
events taking place throughout the summer season. We hope you can
participate and give to an especially important cause.
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The last few years and months have been a very
tough time in immigration, but the challenges have
brought with them a renewed energy to our cause
and increased community involvement. I am
grateful for our supporters who enable Esperanza
to continue its mission of inspiring hope and
advancing justice for immigrants.

With gratitude,

In This IssueDear Friends of Esperanza,

Recent Wins! 

In collaboration with the ACLU, Esperanza secured
the release of six individuals from the Adelanto
Detion facility, including  former client Luis Salgado.
A District Court in Los Angeles ordered the release
after finding the  individuals especially vulnerable to
infection from Covid-19. 

A participant in Esperanza's Community Education
Program for Unrepresented Immigrants recently
won asylum pro se. Despite a shortened time-line,
the judge found that our participant's well-founded
fear on the basis of nationality merited asylum. 

Remote Services

For general inquiries, please call: 
(213) 251-3505   or   (213) 534-7594

Legal Orientation Program (LOP)
detained adults at Adelanto Detention Facility only

•Toll Free: (844) 312-5327
•General Line: (951) 215-6390

Legal Orientation Program for Custodians
of Unaccompanied Minors (LOPC)

•Text + Voicemail: (213) 394-6020
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Community Education Program for
Unrepresented Immigrants (CEUI) 

•Texts Only: (323) 905-0404
unrepresented adults and families



Q: In what ways has Covid-19 affected immigration at large, and the work of
Esperanza’s attorneys in particular? 

A: COVID-19 has exacerbated some of the worst aspects of the immigration
system. For our non-detained clients, closures have meant cancelled and
rescheduled hearings that prolong their cases. The worst impact is felt by
immigrants in detention. Rather than being released, immigrants remain in
detention centers where they are especially vulnerable to an outbreak. Our
office has adapted to the times by working with all clients telephonically
and through the mail, but it is far from ideal. 

Q: Can you give us an update on the Adelanto detention facility? How has
Covid-19 affected the people detained there?

A: Detention centers by design  congregate large numbers of people in a 

Q: What is the impact of the recent Supreme Court decision on DACA? What obstacles do
Dreamers still face despite the ruling by the court?

A: On June 15th, the Trump administration proposed rules that would make it increasingly difficult for people to receive asylum. Among other
things, the rules would allow immigration judges to deny asylum without a full hearing, preclude claims based on opposition to gangs and on the
basis of gender, and use as a negative factor whether an applicant passed through at least two countries. The public can offer comment to express
their disapproval before the rules are finalized. Moreover, they can join the call for an independent immigration court. Attorneys in asylum cases

Q: What are the biggest changes you see on the
horizon for the practice of immigration law?

A: Asylum will continue to be under attack in a system
that will seek to deny as many asylum applications as
possible as quickly as possible. With the immigration
courts and USCIS offices announcing their reopening
plans during the current pandemic, I expect
practitioners to be pressured to proceed under unsafe
conditions. We want our clients’ cases to move
forward in a safe environment that does not sacrifice
our ability to advocate for the sake of convenience. I
anticipate having to challenge many hurdles that will
significantly impact due process.

A: The immediate impact is that DACA recipients will be able to continue renewing work
permits and trying to live their lives in the United States. The Supreme Court did not rule
out that DACA could be ended in the future. Therefore, DACA recipients still face
uncertainty about their future here while needing to make some of the most important
decisions in their lives like pursuing higher education or starting a family. The current
administration does not want to sustain DACA and says it may not take new applicants.
DACA recipients are still in need of a true solution that will formally recognize them as
Americans. 
                                

common space. Everyone in Adelanto is at heightened risk of infection fromCovid-19. Additionally, Adelanto has been misusing a disinfectant
called HDQ Neutral by spraying it indoors in poor ventilation. As a result, some of our clients report harmful symptoms like nosebleeds,
headaches, and eye irritations.

Not only would detainees be safer at home, they would be able to carry on in their relationships with their families. At the moment, the only
contact detainees have with their loved ones is over the phone.

Q: What do the  recent actions by the Trump administration mean for asylum seekers?

The struggle for immigrant rights and the
movement to end racial inequality are closely
intertwined. Some of the earliest immigration
cases were motivated by racial animus, and the
same systems of racial oppression built by our
founders likewise perpetuate injustices in the
immigration system. The same institutional
practices of brutality perpetuated toward the
black community reverberate through the
immigrant community. 

As an immigrant rights organization, Esperanza
is committed to tackling racism by providing
better assistance to immigrants of color coming
from Afro-Latin communities and elsewhere,
who face additional struggles in the
immigration process. Taking a micro-level
approach and promoting racial equality within
the immigration context is just one way
Esperanza tries to contribute to the greater
movement. By challenging racial oppression on
every front in which it appears, together we can
make a lasting difference.

Immigration Law Update:
Q&A With Gabriel Arellano, Director of Legal Representation

On the Renewed Push
for Racial Equality

Detainees at the Adelanto Detention Center 

will need to object to the impropriety/illegality of these rules as they are applied against
their clients. Asserting your clients’ rights and preserving the record for appeal is invaluable.
Advocates at all levels need to be persistent and in it for the long-term



Emergency Fund Impact

This past April, Esperanza created an Emergency
Fund to help our clients who have been severely
economically impacted during this pandemic.
Thanks to the generosity of dozens of individuals, we
were able to help over 115 clients and their families by
providing money for food, medicine and other
essential items. We are so appreciative of our
community for supporting us in our efforts to see
our clients through these hard times. Thank you!

“Esperanza’s gift card helped us considerably. My
uncle is not working the same hours and we have
been struggling financially since then. Esperanza’s
support helped us get food for many days”

For Volunteers:

Esperanza is looking for passionate individuals with an interest in immigrant rights. If you have
experience in administrative assistance, event planning, social media, outreach, or interpretation,
we need your help!

Interested in volunteering with us? Join us for a new volunteer information session from the
convenience of your own home:

Sept. 10th, 2020
1:00pm - 3:00pm

Online, via Zoom

To register, visit www.esperanza-la.org/events. To learn more, contact Ingrid Salazar
isalazar@ccharities.org 

Lend a Helping Hand

For Attorneys:

Join us in our mission to bring hope to the immigrant community while using your legal skills!

• Pro Bono Information Sessions - Join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month to learn how
to get involved as a volunteer attorney. You'll be equipped with direct mentorship and a variety of
resources for every single case.
• Pre-Screened Cases - Be confident in knowing you're helping those that need your assistance
most. Our team carefully screens and identifies the most vulnerable individuals with strong cases
for pro bono placement. We serve unaccompanied minors, released individuals and families, and
detained adults.
• Trainings - We are committed to providing volunteer attorneys with ongoing training
opportunities throughout the year. Visit our website to RSVP for the next training session.

To learn more, contact Carlos Valdes at CValdes@cccharities.org or visit www.esperanza-
la.org/get-involved-attorneys

@EsperanzaImmigrantRightsProject @EsperanzaCCLA @EsperanzaCCLA

Throughout the month of July, Esperanza is raising funds for our
Community Education Program for unrepresented Immigrants.
Every year, this  program provides free legal services to thousands of
individuals and families facing  deportation in the LA area. This
program is now in jeopardy, as the current Administration threatens
the future of its funding. We are asking for help from our community
to support this program and the many lives it touches and to share our
campaign with your networks.

To cap off our month-long campaign, Esperanza will be holding its
first ever online auction. From Monday, July 27th to Friday, July 31st,
our auction will be open  to the public to bid on AMAZING items such
as paintings from talented Latinx artists and passes and gift cards to
local businesses. Check our webpage, https://www.esperanza-
la.org/summer-2020 for more information on how to join in on the
fun or to make a donation to our campaign.

Fernando—an unaccompanied minor and an asylum
seeker—lives with his sponsor in the United States.
Both of them were diagnosed with COVID-19, and
Fernando’s sponsor had to stop working. They have
been struggling financially since then, and
Esperanza’s support allowed them to purchase
meals. Fernando endured a difficult life back in his
home country, but he is now able to enjoy soccer and
is trying to adjust to his new life in the United States.
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Esperanza’s Summer Fundraising Campaign is Here!
Summer of Solidarity 

Mark your calendars!
Join us for Esperanza Immigrant Rights Project's

first ever online auction!

July 27th - July 31st

https://www.esperanza-la.org/summer-2020

#LegalAccessForAll


