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To our Esperanza family,

This has been a year of twists and turns, disruptions and uncertainty, a year of
reckoning and also of sadness. We are all human and all of us are impacted by our
environment and circumstances which are beyond our ability to control. The
COVID-19 pandemic has taken a toll on all of us, although obviously we are all
impacted differently, to varying degrees, with communities of color being the
hardest hit. And though there is no end to the pandemic in sight, there is value in
looking for what to be grateful for.

I am grateful for the opportunity I’ve had to return to Esperanza Immigrant Rights
Project - a truly incredible organization on the front lines of defending the
humanity of children, families, men, and women, and ensuring justice and fairness
for immigrants with nowhere else to turn. Over the last three months I have
witnessed unwavering determination and resilience from our team who have
provided critical information, legal advice, and so much compassion, to our clients.
Our staff has continued to step up - to go to court for hearings and to submit filings,
to transform the way we service the community, and to get the job done. They have
all prioritized the needs of their clients above all else. This year Esperanza provided
discrete services to approximately 9000 individuals and the team currently
represents approximately 900 clients in removal proceedings. We celebrate every
deportation that is defended, every Green Card that is approved, every asylum case
that is granted, and every release from detention. Each and every “win” represents
a life saved, a home restored, a second chance.

The reality is that immigration defense has become near impossible - the cases are
taking years longer, the laws and regulations are ever changing, the stakes are so
high, and of course COVID-19 has forced us to constantly reassess the way we work
and our personal health and safety.

The Esperanza team has risen to the challenge - but not without the support of
people like you! Together we can continue to educate, to empower and to defend,
men and women, children and families, as we work towards a more just and
humane immigration system. Please continue to stand with us and donate this
Giving Tuesday, December 1st!

Happy Holidays,

Kimberley Plotnik

Program Director
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Recent Win!

Meet out client Viri from Mexico. She came to
the United States seeking asylum, which she
was granted. Viri just became a Legal
Permanent Resident thanks to the great
advocacy of Esperanza's team.
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For general inquiries, please call:
(213) 251-3505 or (213) 534-7594

Legal Orientation Program (LOP)
Detained adults at Adelanto Detention Facility only

«Toll Free: (844) 312-5327
«General Line: (951) 215-6390

Community Education Program for
Unrepresented Immigrants (CEUI)

«Texts Only: (323) 905-0404

Legal Orientation Program for Custodians of
Unaccompanied Minors (LOPC)
*Text + Voicemail: (213) 394-6020




Immigration Law Update:

Hear from Kelly Anderson, Margaret Hellerstein and Sarah Cortez, our amazing attorneys
working with detained clients while overcoming COVID-19 challenges.

Kelly Anderson, Managing Attorney

Can you give us an update on the Adelanto Detention facility and the recent COVID-19 outbreak? How did it affect your
work?

ICE and GEO did not take steps to reduce the population or provide adequate protections from and education about COVID-19 to the
people detained at Adelanto until a six-month long federal court battle required them to finally release mass numbers of people. This
happened only after a COVID-19 outbreak occurred. Now, because of this outbreak, we have been unable to visit our clients in person
for the last two months, among other issues that have greatly reduced the right to due process in immigration proceedings. Since
March, our work has shifted completely. Everything we do has been impacted, from how we appear in court, to how we communicate
with our clients, to how we request copies of records. It has been a really difficult time for advocates, but it has been an even more
difficult time for our clients who are detained. Every single one of our detained clients has some medical vulnerability that makes
them particularly susceptible to the negative impacts of COVID-19. On top of that, conditions at Adelanto are only worsening —
retaliation, abuse, and medical neglect were rampant there before the pandemic and have been worse during it. Thus, we have also
shifted our focus to finding new and creative ways to get our clients out.

Can you tell us a little bit about Judge Terry Hatter’s recent ruling to reduce the population at the Adelanto Detention Center due to
COVID-19?

Judge Hatter tried to give ICE the benefit of the doubt when it came to their claims that they were doing everything in their power to
protect people who are detained in Adelanto. However, after the COVID-19 outbreak occurred, Judge Hatter seemed to have had
enough of their lies and even said in his order that he has never seen so much “straight up dishonesty.” Some of our clients were
released under this order, which is a huge win for those clients, especially those who have faced barriers with their release because of
biased and unfair judges. Other clients remain detained because of minor criminal records or because ICE had not correctly classified
them as “medically vulnerable” even though their records clearly indicate that they are. So although this was a great win for the
detained population in general, there is still a lot of work to do.

Margaret Hellerstein, Staff Attorney
In what ways, if any, can people help detainees at Adelanto?

If you are an advocate or thinking about taking a pro bono case, please don’t forget
about the millions of undocumented immigrants whose stories don’t necessarily
look good on a poster. For instance, working with the detained clients who suffer
from a mental illness has made me realize how many people are overlooked
because they don’t read as sympathetic. Childless men with no home to return to
deserve the same basic due process rights as anyone else.

If you" re not an attorney and just -Want to help out, putting §20 on someone’s Kelly Anderson (left), Sarah Cortez (middle back), and
commissary can go a long way! Detained folks depend on commissary funds to call Margaret Hellerstein (right), during a Univision interview
their families or buy food that’s actually edible. You can also join a visiting program on the mistreatment of immigrants at the Adelanto
when they start up again. Detention Facility

Sarah Cortez, Staff Attorney
What are some of the victories you would like to share about your work with detainees at Adelanto?

One of my most cherished Adelanto victories is that of a severely mentally ill client who never quite understood why he was in
removal proceedings and repeatedly asked me if I could order his execution. This client was detained for over a year, but was
eventually granted relief against all the odds. All my sleepless nights and long days at Adelanto were worth it to finally hear that
happiness in his voice when he was finally released. The best part is that once released he was able to find his family.

In what ways, if any, can people help detainees at Adelanto?

People can donate money towards bond funds and commissary funds. Also, I believe there is a lot of power in sharing stories and
information.




A Note on Family Separation

When most of us think about the horrendous family separation policy enacted by the Trump administration, what comes to mind are
the heartbreaking images of terrified toddlers screaming for their parents at the border.

And yet this mistreatment—mistreatment of children that rises to the level of torture according the American Academy of Pediatrics—is
not the only story of family separation perpetrated under our current immigration system. Family separation is occurring and
expanding in the United States.

In fact, internal enforcement actions are also perpetrators of family separation, as when, for example, ICE followed and arrested a father
after he had just dropped his 12-year-old daughter at school.

The shadow of this kind of family separation—hanging like a specter over our undocumented friends and their loved ones living in the
U.S. with devastating effects for their wellbeing—is only growing. Since mid-October the government has begun enacting an expanded
expedited removal, a form of administrative deportation that can occur within hours and without a hearing before an immigration
judge. Now anyone, anywhere in the U.S. could be targeted, shrouding our community in fear.

Family separation, then, doesn’t just happen at the border. It happens, everyday, with disastrous consequences, in our neighborhoods.
We will be providing more information on this terrible practice. A link to a webinar in January will be forthcoming,

- Steve Shafer, Managing Attorney at Esperanza

Support our Work!

New Pro Bono Opportunities!

Use your legal skills and help us change the
life of an immigrant in need!
e Take on a full, or limited scope case
e Help at one of our virtual clinics:
o Asylum Application Clinic
o Work Permit Clinics

For more information on how you can help,
Visit:
www.esperanza-la.org/get-involved-
attorneys

#GINWINGTUESDAY

#GivingTuesday, December 1st!!

If you would like to help our efforts to
represent detained immigrants and keep
families united, please think of Esperanza

this Giving Tuesday and make a donation or
tell a friend about our work.

To make a donation today, or on Giving
Tuesday, please visit:
www.esperanza-la.org/donate

"Esperanza has lifted a heavy burden. I was brought here as a child and have lived here all of my life. Facing

deportation, I had nowhere to turn, nowhere to go. Help Esperanza help others!"

-Sandra Tucker, former Esperanza client.
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